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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF TEXAS
74th Annual Convention
“Living Your Best Blind Life”
October 31 to November 2, 2025

DoubleTree by Hilton at Hobby Airport
8181 Airport Blvd
Houston, TX 
(713) 645-3000 

CONTACT US

1600 E HIGHWAY 6, SUITE 215
ALVIN, TX  77511
(281) 968-7733 (Office)
(281) 968-7634 (NFB-Newsline)
(281) 968-7347 (Youth & Education Services)
www.nfbtx.org


HOTEL
	This year’s convention is headquartered at the DoubleTree by Hilton at Houston Hobby Airport, 8181 Airport Blvd, in Houston. If you haven’t already made your reservation, you should do so before October 16. Room rates are $105 per night, plus applicable tax. The exact cost is $122.85 per night. You can reserve a room by calling 713-645-3000. Or you can use the following booking link. 

NFBTX Hotel Booking Link

When using the link, please note that it is easier to access using a computer.
If you need assistance with making your reservation via the link, please don't hesitate to call our office for help. When you call, be sure to have your method of payment ready. For security reasons, we do not maintain a record of any credit card, so even if you have contacted us to help pay for something in the past, we will not have your credit or debit card information on file.

ZOOM
	We will be offering certain convention sessions via Zoom for those who cannot join us in person. These include the annual board meeting, the Resolutions Committee meeting, all general sessions, and the banquet. To participate in our Zoom-hosted sessions, use the link below. The same link will be used for every session we provide via Zoom.
	If you want to participate in these sessions but aren’t able to use Zoom without assistance, we can provide you with a call-out service. This option provides you with the ability to receive a phone call that will connect you to the meeting with just the touch of one button on your phone. If you need to utilize this service, contact our office no later than October 24, 2025, to request it. Our number is 281-968-7733.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2819687733?pwd=NlpuSE5aWTdGNVlsUzlTaFNkMk4vUT09&omn=84285487210

Meeting ID: 281 968 7733
Passcode: 1600

INTERPRETATION
	Spanish-language interpreter services will be provided for the board meeting, the Resolutions Committee meeting, all general sessions, and the banquet. A Spanish-language seminar will be offered during the afternoon breakout sessions on Saturday. This year, we will be using listening devices for interpretation. The devices will be available at a table at the back of Ballroom C, beginning at about 3:30 PM, on Friday afternoon. If you don’t pick one up on Friday, you will be able to get one on Saturday morning by visiting the door prize table at the back of the general session. See Emily Gibbs. Anyone needing a device will be asked to leave a security deposit in the form of an ID, a credit card, or a $20 cash deposit. You will be able to pick up the item you left when you return the listening device. 
 


REGISTRATION
	All convention attendees are encouraged to register. Registration with the convention entitles you to the convention room rate and qualifies you to win door prizes. If you have pre-registered for the convention, please go to the pre-registration table located in the Esplanade Pre-function area to pick up your registration packet. Pre-registration closes at the close of business on October 27, 2025
	If you do not pre-register, you may register and purchase banquet tickets when you arrive at the convention. The onsite registration fee is $35.00, and banquet tickets purchased onsite will cost $60.00 each. Registration is located in the Esplanade Pre-function area outside the Moody Ballroom and will be open at the following times:

Friday, October 31, from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Saturday, November 1, from 7:30-8:45 AM and from 12:00-1:00 PM.

We will adhere to these timelines strictly so our registration workers can participate in all convention activities. 

EXHIBITS
	Exhibits will be in the Esplanade Pre-function area and will be open at the following times:

	Friday, October 31, 10 AM to 5 PM.
Saturday, November 1, 12-4 PM.



DOOR PRIZES
	We will draw for a variety of door prizes during each general session and at the banquet. You must be registered with the convention to be in the drawing, and you must be present when your name is called to win.
	Mili Martinez will serve as our door prize chairperson this year. If you have door prizes to contribute, please see to it that you get them to her by the opening general session on November 1. You may drop door prizes off at the door prize table in our general session space.  If you or your chapter plan to contribute cash or gift cards, you may send those in advance of the convention if you wish. That can be done via mail or by using Zelle or PayPal. Our Zelle handle is ncrosby@nfbtx.org. PayPal payments may be sent by using the donate button on nfbtx.org. Please label any prizes you bring to the convention in both print and Braille.

NFB-NEWSLINE®
	NFB-NEWSLINE® will have a table in the exhibit hall and will also present an interactive version of our Silver Bells program. While Silver Bells is usually limited to blind seniors, this 10th anniversary edition will welcome anyone who wishes to participate. So, join us for specific training on how to use Newsline, daily living skills, technology basics, and a few cane travel tips. Instruction will be available in both English and Spanish. Additional information about this session can be found later in this agenda.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
	The annual meeting of our board will take place on Friday, October 31, from 4:10-5:20 PM. This meeting is open to everyone. Spanish interpretation will be available, and the meeting will be streamed via Zoom. As a reminder, this is a meeting of the board. That means only board members will be recognized for comments, and only board members will vote on issues discussed during the meeting.

THE REUNION
	On Friday, from 5:30 to 6:30 PM, join us for our annual reunion celebration. Food will be served, and the event is open to anyone with proof of registration. There is no additional charge for this event, but you must be registered to participate. We look forward to seeing everyone there.
	The reunion is taking place on Halloween, and we invite everyone to wear a costume. If you do, you might win a $50 Amazon gift card. You don’t need to enter to be considered. Just wear your costume, and a winner will be chosen during the reunion.

BANQUET
	The annual banquet of the National Federation of the Blind of Texas will take place on Saturday, November 1, beginning at 7:00 PM, in the Moody Ballroom. Chris Danielsen, a member of our national staff and editor of the Braille Monitor, will be our keynote speaker. Raul Gallegos will emcee the program, and scholarships will be awarded. Tickets will be checked at the door. Tickets are available online for $55.00 each until October 27 at 5:00 PM. If you miss the deadline to pre-register and to purchase banquet tickets, a limited number of tickets will be available for purchase onsite for $60.00 each. We must plan with the hotel for this meal function. Please help us do that by purchasing your tickets in advance if you can.

BIG BASKET BONANZA
	On Saturday evening, immediately following our banquet, we will auction off baskets donated by our local chapters and other friends. The purpose of the BBB is to raise funds to support programs of the state affiliate. This has become a wonderful fundraiser for us, and it is always fun to see who will walk away with all the goodies. Liz Wisecarver is the chairperson for this event, and any chapter that chooses to donate a basket should make sure that Liz has a list of items inside the basket before we arrive at the convention. Baskets can be brought to the Moody Ballroom on Saturday. There will be a table somewhere in the ballroom to accommodate your basket contributions. While it is not mandatory that chapters or others donate a basket, we appreciate those who choose to. So, if your chapter hasn’t decided what to contribute, we hope you will do that soon. Your generosity and support of our programs are appreciated. 

BINGO
	Our Houston Chapter will be hosting Bingo Night again this year. Anyone can play, but a $10 donation is requested. The donation should be made in cash only, and correct change is preferred. This is not a fundraiser. Instead, the funds collected will be used as the grand prize for the evening. So, come and join Stacie, Raul, and other Houston Chapter members for a night of fun and winning. The Houston Chapter has donated many of the prizes. So, thanks to the chapter, and we also appreciate the generous support of the Arlington and Bay Area Chapters, 64 Ounce Games, and RGA Tech Solutions. Bingo Night will take place on Saturday evening, following the auction.

MASSAGES AVAILABLE
	Ta’lia Woodard and Alissa Jennings are both certified massage therapists and are also Federation members. This year, they will be offering those attending our in-person convention massages for the incredible price of $30 for fifteen minutes or $40 for twenty minutes. Massage stations will be set up in the back of the room during all general sessions. A portion of the proceeds from massages will benefit our affiliate.

DID YOU READ EVERYTHING?
Would you like to win up to $200 for doing something you were already planning to do anyway? Well, here is your chance. When you pick up your registration materials, you will be offered a blank index card with your name on it. When you attend certain convention sessions, you will have the opportunity to request a sticker showing you attended that session. Anyone who collects stickers from the following sessions will be entered in a drawing for $100. Here are the sessions you must attend.
1. Newsline’s 10th Anniversary Silver Bells. 
2. Board of Directors Meeting.
3. Any Friday evening committee meeting or the TABS business meeting.
4. Saturday Morning General Session.
5. Saturday Afternoon General Session.
6. One of the breakout sessions, scheduled for Saturday afternoon.
7. Banquet
8. Sunday morning general session. 

The stickers will not be alike, so you can’t just ask a friend to hook you up with eight stickers. You’ll actually have to be present in the sessions to get one for that session. In addition to the eight stickers you’ll get if you attend all the required sessions, there will be a mystery person in attendance who will have a special sticker. If you find that person, you will receive the special sticker, and if your name is drawn on Sunday morning, you will get an additional $100.00 in prize money. You are not required to participate in this game, but if you choose to, you should turn in your card with all stickers affixed to it just before the session starts on Sunday morning. The drawing will be held just before we adjourn, and you must be present to win.

BREAKFAST TACOS 
	Harley’s Wallet is a nonprofit organization that supports the NFB of Texas Scholarship Program. On Saturday, November 1, Harley’s Wallet will be offering breakfast tacos for sale in Room 1859. You will hear ambassadors directing you to the room. The room is on the Cabana side of the hotel, near the meeting rooms. If you walk into the hallway that leads to the Cabana rooms, it will be on your right. Supplies will be limited, but you’ll get a yummy breakfast while supporting our scholarship program if you come by early. 



AGENDA

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31 

9:00 AM-Noon - LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE IN THE MENTORING PROGRAM
An interactive workshop for blind students who are participating in the 2025-2026 mentoring program. Other students are also welcome to attend.

NFB Building Blocks - Mika Baugh, PhD - Project Planner
	Public Speaking 101 - Chris Danielsen - Editor, Braille 
Monitor
The B Word - Mentoring Team 

NFBTX Mentoring Team
Ballroom A
	
10:00 AM-5:00 PM - EXHIBITS
Esplanade Pre-function Area

11:00 AM-5:00 PM - REGISTRATION
Esplanade Pre-function Area

2:00-4:00 PM - NEWSLINE: A MINI SILVER BELLS TRAINING
Hosted by NFB-NEWSLINE® TEXAS
This year, we are celebrating the 10th anniversary of our groundbreaking Silver Bells Senior Training program by inviting everyone to attend a mini Silver Bells. This is not just for seniors; it is for anyone interested in learning a little bit about Newsline, technology, daily living skills, and cane travel. Instruction will be available in both English and Spanish. Join Liz and her team as they celebrate ten years of service to our community.
Liz Wisecarver, Program Coordinator

	NFB-NEWSLINE® - Tampico Room
	Intro to Technology - Monterrey Room
	Organizing your life: Daily Living Skills - Cancun Room
	Introduction to Cane Travel - Acapulco Room

4:10-5:25 PM – BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
This is an open meeting. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. 
Ballroom C, D & E

5:30-6:30 PM - THE REUNION
Everyone who is registered is welcome to attend this dinner/hospitality event. Registration will be checked at the door. This is a complimentary hospitality event for all our registered guests to celebrate our homecoming.
Moody Ballroom

6:30-8:00 PM - BLIND FENCING: A HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE
A chance to learn how you can fence as a blind person
John Trojanowski, Fencing Coach, Bay Area Buccaneers
Ballroom B



6:45-7:15 PM - RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING
Resolutions should be submitted in final form. The committee will not edit resolutions during the convention. Only NFBTX members may submit resolutions. The author or a designated proponent must be available to speak on the resolution for it to be considered. If you wish to write a resolution but don’t know how, you may reach out to the committee for assistance in advance of the deadline. Reach out by writing to gcrosby@nfbtx.org. As with most Federation meetings, this meeting is open to all who wish to attend.
Glenn Crosby, Chairperson
Ballroom C, D & E

8:00-9:00 PM - COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
This committee will work to increase the affiliate’s social media footprint, work with chapters to improve communications, and coordinate all public outreach efforts. Chapters should work with this committee to establish a coordinated communications strategy consistent with Federation philosophy and branding. If you have an interest in social media and other communications tools, join our appointed committee as they discuss our communications plans for the future.
Liz Wisecarver, Chairperson
Acapulco Room

8:00-9:00 PM - MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
This committee is intended to develop strategies to build our membership and to support chapters in their efforts to track membership. While the president has appointed specific members to work on this project, everyone is invited to this open meeting to learn more about what the committee is planning.
Pamela Chesser, Chairperson
Cancun Room

8:00-9:00 PM - WHITE CANE & FINANCE COMMITTEE
This committee is intended to serve as our fundraising team. The committee will work with the president to develop strategies to bring new funding into the affiliate. It will also coordinate with chapters and divisions to ensure that local fundraisers are in alignment with programmatic goals of the affiliate and see to it that chapters have the tools necessary to be successful in their efforts to increase funding for vital chapter activities.
Al Rodriguez, Chairperson
Monterrey Room

8:00-9:00 PM - DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE
The function of this committee is to develop plans to increase diversity in our membership. The Federation is a welcoming organization, but we need to work together to encourage involvement by groups who may not know the value of participating in the Federation. Please join us for a lively discussion by the committee. 
Wendy Walker, Chairperson
Tampico Room

8:00-10:00 PM - TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF BLIND STUDENTS
This is the annual meeting of TABS. It is open to all students and those who may be considering continuing their education. There will be a social time following the business meeting.

Ta’lia Woodard, President
Ballroom A


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1

7:30-8:45 AM - REGISTRATION
This will be your final opportunity to purchase banquet tickets. A limited number may be available, and when they are gone, we will discontinue sales.
Esplanade Pre-function Area

7:30-8:45 AM - NFB-NEWSLINE® LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST
This breakfast meeting is by invitation only. Each chapter should send its president and Newsline ambassador, if possible. Chapters should RSVP with Liz Wisecarver by October 15.
Moody Ballroom

MORNING GENERAL SESSION
Ballroom C, D & E

9:00 AM – CALL TO ORDER

9:05 AM - INVOCATION

9:10 AM - CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM

9:15 AM – WELCOME TO HOUSTON 
Stacie Gallegos, President
National Federation of the Blind of Texas, Houston Chapter

9:25 AM - MEET THE SCHOLARSHIP CLASS of 2025
Lara Sowell, Chairperson
National Federation of the Blind of Texas Scholarship Committee

9:40 AM – LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE AS A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND
Chris Danielsen, Editor, The Braille Monitor
National Federation of the Blind

10:20 AM – LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE AS A TWS-VRS CUSTOMER: A TOWN HALL
This town hall will allow the Texas Workforce Commission to share an update about vocational rehabilitation services and offer our members an opportunity to ask questions about services and current issues. We will ask staff questions submitted by our membership. To submit a question, use our online VR Q&A form.
Juanita Barker, Director of the Office of Blind Services
Texas Workforce Solutions - VR Services

11:00 AM – LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE USING INNOSEARCH TO SHOP AND MORE
Innosearch is a new shopping platform that provides blind users with access to thousands of websites in an accessible format. Shopping is not all they offer, and you don’t even need to be a tech guru to use the service.
Patrick Long, Co-founder, Innosearch.ai

11:15 AM – LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND FINANCIAL LIFE WITH PURPLE
Banking for people with disabilities
Maximilian Ghasanfar, Co-founder & CTC, Purple Financial

11:30 AM – DISABLED POWER: A STORM, A GRID, AND EMBODIED HARM IN THE AGE OF DISASTER
Dr. Angela Frederick has written a book that describes how people with disabilities were impacted by systemic failures during winter storm Uri, and how their determination and resilience made survival possible. She talks about her findings and conclusions in this presentation.
Angela Frederick, PhD, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Texas at El Paso

NOON - ADJOURN

12:00-1:00 PM - REGISTRATION
Esplanade Pre-function

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

This breakout session will run from 1:00-2:00 PM.

BANKING WITH PURPLE
Purple Financial will meet with members who would like to know more about the services the company provides to disabled customers. Purple is the first financial services/banking outlet set up specifically to serve blind and disabled users.
Maximilian Ghasanfar, Co-founder & CTC, Purple Financial
Tampico Room
This breakout session will run from 1:00-2:30 PM.

LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE CONFIDENT IN YOUR PERSONAL SECURITY
A session to teach personal safety and security, along with firearm handling.
Duane Miller, Owner & CEO, Miller’s Security Consulting
Ballroom B

This breakout session will run from 2:00-3:00 PM.

LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE THROUGH ACCESSIBLE SHOPPING WITH INNOSEARCH
Our partners at Innosearch will be hosting an informal discussion of all their services. They are adding new services regularly. So, come by to talk with Patrick about how they can help you. You don’t have to be high-tech to use Innosearch. Let them tell you how they can help you access online services in a blind-friendly way.
Patrick Long, Co-founder, Innosearch.ai
Tampico Room

Each of the following breakout sessions will last from 2:00-3:45 PM

LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE AS A LEADER IN 
THE FEDERATION: A SEMINAR FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE CHAPTER BOARD MEMBERS
All chapter presidents, current chapter board members who are present, and anyone interested in learning more about how to build the Federation as a leader should attend.
Norma Crosby, President, NFBTX
Ballroom A

LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE USING AI & OTHER TECH TOOLS
This session explores how cutting-edge technology—including AI tools like Gemini, ChatGPT, and Be My Eyes AI, alongside devices such as smart glasses and Alexa—empowers blind individuals to live the lives they want. Attendees will learn practical strategies for leveraging these innovative tech tools to enhance independence and opportunity. 
Raul Gallegos, First Vice President, National Federation of the Blind of Texas
Ballroom C, D & E

LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE AS A SENIOR: A SILVER BELLS REUNION
A reunion of blind seniors who have participated in past Silver Bells Senior Training programs, and a time to share information about the 2026 Silver Bells program and other senior activities.
Glenn Crosby, President, National Federation of the Blind Seniors Division
Monterrey Room

LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE WITH QUALITY ADJUSTMENT TO BLINDNESS TRAINING
Members of the Louisiana Center for the Blind staff will be on hand to talk to you in an informal setting about structured discovery training. This will be a Q&A session with free-flowing conversations
Rosy Carranza, PhD, and Marco Carranza, NOMC
Louisiana Center for the Blind
Cancun Room

ANNUAL HISPANIC SEMINAR: FOR PARENTS, TECHIES, FISHERMEN, AND REHAB CUSTOMERS
A Spanish-language seminar facilitated by Hilda Nino and Carolina Gonzalez, with special guests.
Acapulco Room


GENERAL SESSION
Ballroom C, D & E

4:00 PM – LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE AS A BOOKWORM
Jaclyn Owusu, Public Awareness Coordinator
Texas Talking Book Program

4:20 PM - PRESIDENTIAL REPORT

4:50 PM - ANNOUNCEMENTS

5:00 PM - ADJOURN

SATURDAY EVENING

6:15 PM - ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT
A cash bar will be available in the banquet room beginning at about 6:15 PM. Join your friends for a drink and conversation before the banquet begins.
Moody Ballroom
7:00 - 9:30 PM - BANQUET & BBB AUCTION
Raul Gallegos, Master of Ceremonies
Glenn Crosby, Big Basket Bonanza Auctioneer
Moody Ballroom

9:45 PM - MIDNIGHT - BINGO NIGHT
Hosted by the Houston Chapter. A $10 donation is requested. The funds collected will be used as the grand prize for the evening. So, the more players, the bigger the prize. Remember to bring cash. We would like to thank the chapter for hosting this event.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2

7:30-8:30 AM - LONE STAR CHAPTER BREAKFAST
This is the annual, face-to-face, meeting of our at-large chapter. Chapter members are welcome, and convention attendees who live in a rural area and want to know more about the chapter are invited to attend as well. If you plan to attend, please RSVP no later than Monday, October 27. To RSVP, notify our chapter president, Lara Sowell, at lsowell@nfbtx.org or 936-622-2450. The breakfast will be held in a reserved space in the restaurant.

GENERAL SESSION
BALLROOM C, D & E

9:00 AM - CALL TO ORDER

9:05 AM - INVOCATION

9:10 AM - CHAPTER REPORTS

9:40 AM - ELECTIONS

10:00 AM - SECRETARY’S REPORT
Louis Maher, Secretary
National Federation of the Blind of Texas


10:10 AM – TREASURER’S REPORT
Lara Sowell, Treasurer
National Federation of the Blind of Texas

10:30 AM - LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE AT TSBVI
Emily Coleman, Superintendent, TSBVI

10:50 AM - BUILDING A RELATIONSHIP TO SUPPORT BLIND YOUTH: THE ROLE OF TSBVI AND OUR MENTORING TEAM
Emily Gibbs, Director of Youth & Education Services (YES), NFBTX

11:05 AM - LIVING YOUR BEST BLIND LIFE IN THE INFORMATION AGE: A REPORT FROM NEWSLINE
Liz Wisecarver, Program Coordinator

11:20 AM - RESOLUTIONS
Glenn Crosby, Chairperson, Resolutions Committee

11:45 AM - ADJOURN
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