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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF TEXAS
75th Annual Convention
“Celebrating 75: Still Moving Forward”
November 6-8, 2026

Marriott San Antonio Airport
77 NE Interstate 410 Loop
San Antonio, TX 
(210) 600-0777

CONTACT US

1600 E HIGHWAY 6, SUITE 215
ALVIN, TX  77511
(281) 968-7733 (Office)
(281) 968-7634 (NFB-Newsline)
(281) 968-7347 (Youth & Education Services)
www.nfbtx.org





HOTEL
	This year’s convention is headquartered at the Marriott San Antonio Airport located at 77 NE Interstate 410 Loop in San Antonio. The deadline for reservations is October 22. You can find information about reserving a room at https://nfbtx.org/affiliate-convention. Room rates are $119 per night, plus applicable tax. The exact cost is $141.00 per night. Please note that if you are flying into San Antonio, the hotel has a shuttle service available. You can reach them with questions about that service at 210-600-0777.

INTERPRETATION
	Spanish-language interpreter services will be provided for the board meeting, the Resolutions Committee meeting, all general sessions, and the banquet. A Spanish-language seminar will be offered during the afternoon breakout sessions on Saturday. This year, we will be using listening devices for interpretation. The devices will be available at a table at the back of the La Cantera Ballroom, beginning at about 3:30 PM, on Friday afternoon. If you don’t pick one up on Friday, you will be able to get one on Saturday morning by visiting the door prize table at the back of the general session. See Emily Gibbs. Anyone needing a device will be asked to leave a security deposit in the form of an ID, a credit card, or a $20 cash deposit. You will be able to pick up the item you left when you return the listening device. 
 

AUDIO LISTENING DEVICES
	As an accommodation to convention attendees who are deaf or hard of hearing, we are offering access to listening devices. The devices will be available at a table at the back of the La Cantera Ballroom, beginning at about 3:30 PM, on Friday afternoon. If you don’t pick one up on Friday, you will be able to get one on Saturday morning by visiting the door prize table at the back of the general session. See Emily Gibbs. Anyone needing a device will be asked to leave a security deposit in the form of an ID, a credit card, or a $20 cash deposit. You will be able to pick up the item you left when you return the listening device. 

REGISTRATION
	All convention attendees are encouraged to register. Registration with the convention entitles you to the convention room rate and qualifies you to win door prizes. It also allows access to the Family Reunion Dinner on Friday. If you have pre-registered for the convention, please go to the pre-registration table located in the La Cantera Ballroom foyer to pick up your registration packet. Pre-registration closes at the close of business on October 30.
	If you do not pre-register, you may register and purchase banquet tickets when you arrive at the convention. The onsite registration fee is $35.00, and banquet tickets purchased onsite will cost $75.00 each. Registration is located in the La Cantera Ballroom Foyer and will be open at the following times:

Friday, November 6, from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Saturday, November 7, from 7:30-8:45 AM and from 12:00-1:00 PM.

We will adhere to these timelines strictly so our registration workers can participate in all convention activities. 

EXHIBITS
	Exhibits will be in the Alamo Heights Ballroom and will be open at the following times:

	Friday, November 6, 10 AM to 5 PM.
Saturday, November 7, 12-4 PM.

DOOR PRIZES
	We will draw for a variety of door prizes during each general session and at the banquet. You must be registered with the convention to be in the drawing, and you must be present when your name is called to win.
	Mentoring students will serve as our door prize chairpeople this year. If you have door prizes to contribute, please see to it that you get them to Emily Gibbs or Mika Baugh by the opening general session on November 6. You may drop door prizes off at the door prize table in our general session space.  If you or your chapter plan to contribute cash or gift cards, you may send those in advance of the convention if you wish. That can be done via mail or by using Zelle or our donate button at nfbtx.org. Our Zelle handle is ncrosby@nfbtx.org. PayPal payments may be sent by using the donate button on nfbtx.org. Please label any prizes you bring to the convention in both print and Braille.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
	The annual meeting of our board will take place on Friday, November 6, beginning at 1:30 PM. This meeting is open to everyone. Spanish interpretation will be available. As a reminder, this is a meeting of the board. That means only board members will be recognized for comments, and only board members will vote on issues discussed during the meeting.
NFB-NEWSLINE® TEXAS
	NFB-NEWSLINE® will have a table in the exhibit hall and will also present an interactive program on Friday, November 6, from 3:00 to 5:00 PM. Come by the table to ask questions or to sign up as a new subscriber. We can also schedule professional development demonstrations for people who want to share Newsline with customers, students, or your program participants who are blind or print disabled.

SERVICE ANIMAL RELIEF AREA
	A relief area is available to handlers and their animals. The area is through a side door just outside the Alamo Heights Ballroom. To find the door from the front of the hotel, walk down the main hallway. The restaurant will come up on your left as you walk down that hallway. The bar will be on your right. Just past the bar is a hallway. Turn down that hallway. The Alamo Heights Ballroom will come up on your left after the turn, and the door leading to the relief area will be straight ahead. 
	Please remember to bring bags and pick up after your dog. It’s the responsible thing to do.

THE REUNION
	On Friday, from 5:15 to 6:30 PM, join us for our annual reunion celebration. Food will be served, and the event is open to anyone with proof of registration. There is no additional charge for this event, but you must be registered to participate. We look forward to seeing everyone there. The location for this event is the La Cantera Ballroom.


BANQUET
	The annual banquet of the National Federation of the Blind of Texas will take place on Saturday, November 7, beginning at 7:00 PM, in the La Cantera Ballroom. Dr. Marc Maurer, our immediate past president, will be our keynote speaker. Raul Gallegos will emcee the program, and scholarships will be awarded. Tickets will be checked at the door. Tickets are available online for $70.00 each until October 30 at 5:00 PM. If you miss the deadline to pre-register and to purchase banquet tickets, a limited number will be available for purchase onsite for $75.00 each. We must plan with the hotel for this meal function. Please help us do that by purchasing your tickets in advance if you can.
	There will be a cash bar in the La Cantera Foyer during the banquet. It will open at about 6:30 PM.

BIG BASKET BONANZA
	On Saturday evening, immediately following our banquet, we will auction off baskets donated by our local chapters and other friends. The purpose of the BBB is to raise funds to support programs of the state affiliate. This has become a wonderful fundraiser for us, and it is always fun to see who will walk away with all the goodies. Liz Wisecarver is the chairperson for this event, and any chapter that chooses to donate a basket should make sure Liz has a list of items inside the basket before we arrive at the convention. Baskets can be brought to the La Cantera Ballroom on Saturday. There will be a table somewhere in the ballroom to accommodate your basket contributions. While it is not mandatory that chapters or others donate a basket, we appreciate those who choose to. So, if your chapter hasn’t decided what to contribute, we hope you will do that soon. Your generosity and support of our programs are appreciated. 

MASSAGES AVAILABLE
	Alissa Jennings is a certified massage therapist and is also a Federationist. This year, she will be offering those attending our convention massages for the incredible price of $30 for fifteen minutes or $40 for twenty minutes. A massage station will be set up in the back of the room during all general sessions. Fifty percent of all proceeds from massages will benefit our affiliate.

DID YOU READ EVERYTHING?
Would you like to win up to $200 for doing something you were already planning to do anyway? Well, here is your chance. When you pick up your registration materials, you will be offered a blank index card with your name on it. When you attend certain convention sessions, you will have the opportunity to request a sticker showing you attended that session. Anyone who collects stickers from the following sessions will be entered in a drawing for $100. Here are the sessions you must attend.
1. Newsline’s Interactive Session on Friday afternoon.
2. Any Friday Morning Breakout Session. 
3. Board of Directors Meeting.
4. Any Friday evening committee meeting or the TABS business meeting.
5. Saturday Morning General Session.
6. Saturday Afternoon General Session.
7. One of the breakout sessions, scheduled for Saturday afternoon.
8. Banquet
9. Sunday morning general session. 

The stickers will not be alike, so you can’t just ask a friend to hook you up with nine stickers. You’ll actually have to be present in the sessions to get one for that session. In addition to the nine stickers you’ll get if you attend all the required sessions, there will be a mystery person in attendance who will have a special sticker. If you are the first to find that person, you will receive the special sticker, and if your name is drawn on Sunday morning, you will get an additional $100.00 in prize money. You are not required to participate in this game, but if you choose to, you should turn in your card with all stickers affixed to it just before the session starts on Sunday morning. The drawing will be held just before we adjourn, and you must be present to win.




AGENDA

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

9:00 AM-Noon - CELEBRATING 75 WITH THE MENTORING PROGRAM
An interactive workshop for blind students who are participating in the 2026-2027 mentoring program. Other students are also welcome to attend.
NFBTX Mentoring Team
Conference Room 1, Second Floor

10:00-11:00 AM - CHAPTER TREASURERS WORKSHOP
This workshop is intended to offer advice and guidance for local chapter presidents and treasurers. Treasurers should come with questions and be prepared to share information that will help them work more effectively and to comply with federal laws. Others interested in local chapter finances are also welcome to attend.
Norma Crosby, President, NFBTX & Treasurer, National Federation of the Blind
Conference Room 2, Second Floor
	
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM - EXHIBITS
Alamo Heights Ballroom, First Floor

11:00 AM-5:00 PM - REGISTRATION
La Cantera Ballroom Foyer, First Floor

11:15 AM - 12:15 PM - LOCK IT DOWN: A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO PASSWORDS, PASSKEYS, AND 2FA
The answer is that you can forget all your passwords and make your system more secure at the same time. Let us tell you how to do that and offer other security measures that you can implement while keeping things simple. 
Raul Gallegos, Owner, RGA Tech Solutions and First VP, NFBTX
Conference Room 2, Second Floor

12:00-1:30 PM - WALKING AFTER MIDNIGHT, OR BEFORE: IMPRESSING YOURSELF & OTHERS WITH YOUR TRAVEL SKILLS
A blind traveler will share tips and tricks for improving your travel skills. This will be an interactive session.
George Battiste, Second Vice President, NFBTX Houston Chapter
Conference Room 1, Second Floor

12:00-1:00 PM - HEAR WHAT OTHERS SEE: THE ATHINA AD AI VIDEO DESCRIPTION PLATFORM
Shawn Keen, Co-Founder, AI For The Blind Corporation
Conference Room 2, Second Floor

1:30-2:30 PM – BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
This is an open meeting. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. It is, however, a meeting of the board, so only board members will be recognized for comments, and only board members will vote. We often discuss events coming up in the future and share important information that members might like to hear, so please come.
La Cantera Ballroom, First Floor

3:00-5:00 PM - NEWSLINE: CELEBRATING 75 WITH 300 NEW PUBLICATIONS & NEW ACCESS OPTIONS
This year, we are celebrating the 75th anniversary of our affiliate, the addition of 300 new publications to our groundbreaking audio newspaper network, and the addition of Newsline to the Digital Talking Book Player.
Liz Wisecarver, Program Coordinator
Conference Rooms 8 and 9, Second Floor

5:15-6:30 PM - THE REUNION
Everyone who is registered is welcome to attend this dinner/hospitality event at no additional charge. Only those with a ticket will be admitted. So, be sure to come with your ticket in hand.
La Cantera Ballroom, First Floor

6:30-7:15 PM - RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
Glenn Crosby, Chairperson
Conference Room 1, Second Floor

7:15-8:15 PM - MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
This committee is intended to develop strategies to build our membership and to support chapters in their efforts to track membership. While the president has appointed specific members to work on this project, everyone is invited to this open meeting to learn more about what the committee is planning.
Pamela Chesser & Louis Maher, Co-Chairs
Conference Room 2, Second Floor



7:15-8:00 PM - WHITE CANE & FINANCE COMMITTEE
This committee is intended to serve as our fundraising team. The committee will work with the president to develop strategies to bring new funding into the affiliate. It will also coordinate with chapters and divisions to ensure that local fundraisers are in alignment with programmatic goals of the affiliate and see to it that chapters have the tools necessary to be successful in their efforts to increase funding for vital chapter activities.
Al Rodriguez, Chairperson
Conference Room 1, Second Floor

7:30-10:00 PM - TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF BLIND STUDENTS
This is the annual meeting of TABS. It is open to all students and those who may be considering continuing their education. Elections will be held. If you are interested in serving this dynamic organization, come prepared to work with our affiliate and the National Association of Blind Students. This meeting will prepare TABS for a new era in leadership. To pay dues in advance of the convention, use the TABS payment link or Zelle. Our Zelle handle is ncrosby@nfbtx.org. Dues are $5 a year. If you need help with your payment, call 281-968-7733 and press 0 for the operator. Before paying dues, complete the member form here. 
Norma Crosby, President, NFBTX & TABS Board
Conference Room 3 & 4, Second Floor





SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7

7:30-8:45 AM - REGISTRATION
This will be your final opportunity to purchase banquet tickets. A limited number may be available, and when they are gone, we will discontinue sales.
La Cantera Ballroom Foyer, First Floor

7:30-8:45 AM - NFB-NEWSLINE® LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST
This breakfast meeting is by invitation only. Each chapter and division should send its president and Newsline ambassador, if possible. 
Liz Wisecarver, Coordinator, NFB-NEWSLINE® TEXAS
Conference Room 5 & 6, Second Floor

MORNING GENERAL SESSION
La Cantera Ballroom, First Floor

9:00 AM – CALL TO ORDER

9:05 AM - INVOCATION

9:10 AM - SALUTE TO AMERICA
Carolina Gonzalez, Vice President, NFBTX Rio Grande Valley Chapter

9:15 AM – WELCOME TO SAN ANTONIO 
Wendy Walker, President, NFBTX San Antonio Chapter

9:20 AM - MEET THE SCHOLARSHIP CLASS of 2026 Lara Sowell, Chairperson, NFBTX Scholarship Committee

9:33 AM – NEWSLINE MINUTE
Glenn Crosby, President, National Federation of the Blind Seniors Division

9:35 AM - 75 AND MOVING FORWARD: A REPORT FROM OUR NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
Dr. Marc Maurer, Immediate Past President, National Federation of the Blind

10:05 AM - MOVING FORWARD AT THE LIBRARY IN THE DIGITAL AGE: NEWSLINE COMES TO THE DIGITAL PLAYER
Jaclyn Owusu, Program Engagement Manager, Talking Book Program

10:16 AM - NEWSLINE MINUTE
Glenn Crosby, President, National Federation of the Blind Seniors Division

10:20 AM - TWC MOVING FORWARD: SUNSET REVIEW & UPDATES
Juanita Barker, Director of the Office of Blind Services
Texas Workforce Solutions - VR Services

10:45 AM – CELEBRATING 75 BY FORMING RELATIONSHIPS WITH OUR TEACHERS OF TOMORROW
A panel discussion led by Dr. Emily Coleman, Superintendent, Texas School for the Blind & Visually Impaired

Emily Gibbs, Director Youth & Education Services, NFBTX

Chelsea Balli, Teacher of Tomorrow and a Teacher of Blind Students, San Antonio, TX

Grace Hammack, Teacher of Tomorrow and Teacher of Blind Students, Victoria, Texas

10:59 AM - NEWSLINE MINUTE
Glenn Crosby, President, National Federation of the Blind Seniors Division

11:00 AM -  LOOKING BACK AND MOVING FORWARD: HOW MENTORING LEADS TO SUCCESS
Since 2007, the National Federation of the Blind of Texas has provided a formal mentoring program. This panel will allow us to learn how the program has impacted the lives of our students, while providing us with an update on their current successes.

11:15 AM - CRISS COLE IN MOTION: A PROGRAM BRIEFING
Joni Martinez, Admissions Coordinator, Criss Cole Rehabilitation Center

11:30 AM - PDRIB AT A GLANCE; UPDATES AND PATHWAYS
Rosalba Carranza, Director, Professional Development and Research Institute on Blindness, Louisiana Tech University

11:45 AM – 75 AND MOVING FORWARD WITH WAYMO: FUTURE TRANSPORTATION NOW
Waymo will provide an update on their progress in making autonomous vehicles a reality. Following this presentation, the representative will have a demonstration vehicle available for inspection outside the hotel.
Claire Sands, Public Affairs Manager, Waymo

12:00 PM - ADJOURN
12:00-1:00 PM - REGISTRATION
La Cantera Ballroom Foyer

12:00-12:45 PM - WAYMO CAR CRAWL
In the hotel’s rear parking lot, Claire and members of the Waymo team will allow convention goers to examine one of their autonomous vehicles up close. 
Claire Sands, Public Affairs Manager

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

Breakout sessions will run between the hours of 1:00 and 3:45 PM. 

1:00-1:45 PM - MOVING FORWARD WITH WAYMO: EVERYTHING YOU WANT TO KNOW
Claire Sands, Public Affairs Manager
Conference Room 3 & 4, Second Floor



1:00-2:00 PM - BLIND SENIORS MOVING FORWARD
A meetup for blind seniors who want to know more about what is happening in our national division and state group.
Glenn Crosby, President, National Federation of the Blind Senior Division
Conference Room 1, Second Floor

1:00-2:00 PM - BLIND ANGLERS: A TACKLE BOX FULL OF INDEPENDENCE
Two blind anglers provide tips and tricks for fishing as a blind person. This will be an interactive event.
Daniel Martinez, Board Member, NFBTX
Thomas Rodriguez, Board Member, NFBTX
Conference Room 5 & 6, Second Floor

2:00-2:45 PM - LEARNING TO BE YOUR OWN BEST ADVOCATE
Stacie Gallegos, President, NFBTX Houston Chapter
Conference Room 7, Second Floor

2:00-3:00 PM - FROM BABY BUMPS TO BOTTLES: WHAT WE WISH WE KNEW BEFORE BECOMING BLIND PARENTS
Babies do not come with instruction manuals, and blind parenthood does not have a one-size-fits-all blueprint. In this interactive one-hour breakout, the three blind mothers and co-hosts of Babies Down, Bottles Up will share what they wish they had understood before becoming parents. The session is designed for blind people considering parenthood, current blind parents, and others who support blind families.
Lakisha Holmes, Terrin Landry, Josselyn Sosa; Co-hosts of Babies Down, Bottles Up Podcast
Conference Room 2, Second Floor

2:00-3:00 PM - BLIND PEOPLE CREATING ACCESS USING AI
As the National Federation of the Blind of Texas celebrates 75 years of leadership, innovation, and self-determination, this interactive session will explore how blind people can use artificial intelligence (AI) to create more accessible digital experiences and overcome technology barriers. The presentation will be given by Michael Guajardo and Shawn Keen.
Conference Room 3 & 4, Second Floor

2:00-3:30 PM - WELCOME TO THE NEXT 75: A SPANISH-LANGUAGE SEMINAR 
This seminar is for anyone who wants to attend, but each presentation is in Spanish. Since we don’t have interpreters for every room, we are bringing the convention to our Spanish speaking membership. Come and learn how you can be a part of our movement.
Jose Marquez, Member, NFBTX Houston Chapter
Hilda Nino, NFBTX Rio Grande Valley Chapter
Conference Room 1, Second Floor

2:15-3:45 PM - MOVING: A DEMONSTRATION OF BLIND TENNIS AND OTHER SPORTS OPTIONS
Representatives from US Blind Tennis and San Antonio Blind Sports will demonstrate blind sports activities. 
Conference Room 5 & 6, Second Floor

2:45-3:45 PM - EXPLORING MATHEMATICS WITH THE MONARCH: EQUATIONS, TABLES, AND GRAPHS
This interactive breakout session will demonstrate how the Monarch can support reading, writing, and interpreting mathematical information. Audience participation will be central throughout the session, with guided opportunities to use the Monarch, ask questions, and discuss findings. The goal is to demonstrate practical ways to access and communicate mathematics through braille, tables, and tactile graphs. 
Dr. Kyle Steinle
Conference Room 7, Second Floor

3:00-3:45 PM - A QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH TWC’S BLIND SERVICES
Juanita Barker and her team will lead a session designed to allow convention attendees to discuss current services. Questions should be respectful, with a goal of helping staff improve and to foster a constructive relationship between customers and service providers.
Conference Room 3 & 4, Second Floor

GENERAL SESSION
La Cantera Ballroom

4:00 PM - IS STRUCTURED DISCOVERY TRAINING RIGHT FOR YOU: A PRESENTATION FROM THE LOUISIANA CENTER FOR THE BLIND
Marco Carranza, Cane Travel Instructor, Louisiana Center for the Blind


4:16 PM - NEWSLINE MINUTE
Glenn Crosby, President, National Federation of the Blind Seniors Division

4:20 PM - TSBVI: A PARTNER IN PROGRESS
Emily Coleman, Superintendent, Texas School for the Blind & Visually Impaired

4:35 PM - 75 YEARS OF PROGRESS: A PRESIDENTIAL REPORT
Norma Crosby, President, NFBTX
Kimberly Aguillard, Immediate Past President, NFBTX
Glenn Crosby, Former President, NFBTX

5:00 PM - ADJOURN

SATURDAY EVENING

6:30 PM - ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT
A cash bar will be available in the foyer just outside the La Cantera Ballroom. Join your friends for a drink and conversation before the banquet begins.
La Cantera Foyer

7:00 - 9:30 PM - BANQUET & BBB AUCTION
Raul Gallegos, Master of Ceremonies
La Cantera Ballroom

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8

7:30-8:30 AM - LONE STAR CHAPTER BREAKFAST
This is the annual, face-to-face, meeting of our at-large chapter. Chapter members are welcome, and convention attendees who live in a rural area and want to know more about the chapter are invited to attend as well. If you plan to attend, please RSVP no later than Monday, November 2. To RSVP, notify our chapter president, Lara Sowell, at lsowell@nfbtx.org or 936-622-2450. Space is limited, so if you don’t RSVP, we won’t be able to admit you. 
Alamo Heights Ballroom

GENERAL SESSION
La Cantera Ballroom

9:00 AM - CALL TO ORDER

9:05 AM - INVOCATION

9:15 AM - CHAPTER REPORTS

9:45 AM - ELECTIONS

10:10 AM - SECRETARY’S REPORT
Louis Maher, Secretary, NFBTX

10:15 AM – TREASURER’S REPORT
Lara Sowell, Treasurer, NFBTX

10:29 AM - NEWSLINE MINUTE
Glenn Crosby, President, National Federation of the Blind Seniors Division

10:30 AM - NEWSLINE AT 31: CHANGE, GROWTH, ACCESS
Liz Wisecarver, Program Coordinator

10:45 AM - RESOLUTIONS
Glenn Crosby, Chairperson, NFBTX Resolutions Committee

11:00 AM - I AM GRATEFUL FOR…
We often forget to take the time to express gratitude for what we value most. We shouldn’t. So, think of something you value and give us a sentence about that special thing or that person. Participation is voluntary.

11:15 AM - ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DRAWINGS

11:30 AM - ADJOURN
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